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PREFACE:

A repeated—and ironic—accusation leveled at feminist movements in Arab
countries in general and Lebanon in particular is that they are vectors of
westemization. In actual fact, the region's feminist movements were bom and
developed in the context of nationalist and communist movements and as
part of the struggles for national liberation. Feminism was not a foreign ideology
‘imposed’' by colonialism, but was instead indigenous to our societies. Women
have long been struggling against colonial powers for equality and social justice,
as well as against sectarian personal status laws and the entire patriarchal social
structure that enforces them.

Feminism(s) in Lebanon have always been underharsh scrutiny, taking a backseat
to “priorities™” set by other movements. While women have actively taken part in
nationalist and anti-capitalist struggles, from national independence to resisting
Israeli occupation, and have played integral roles in class struggles as part of
workers' and students’ movements, their male comrades have tended to
appropriate their struggles, alienating and pushing against their feminist agendas
under the pretext that “women's issues” are not revolutionary priorities.

This comic book seeks to showcase why and from where these feministmovements
in Lebanon emerged and how they have grown over the course of the century.
Certainly, a truly complete and comprehensive history of these movements is
beyond the scope of these pages. This is why we opted to tell the story of over
a century of feminist activism through four fictional personal narratives. These
are all based on extensive research carried out between 2010 and 2015, which
included semi-guided interviews with feminist actors of different generations.
Other sources, such as archival photographs, films, books, and articles regarding
feminism(s) and social movements in Lebanon also informed the art and text, as
did the experiences lived and witnessed by the authors of this book.

Completed during a tumultuous period that included massive protests, an
unprecedented—and continuing—economic collapse, a blast that shattered
neary half of Beirut, and a pandemic, the creation of this book was not without
its many interruptions and challenges. Nevertheless, we hope that this colorful
and sometimes dark work will spark curiosity and passion about a movement that
is intrinsically tied to the wider and ongoing struggles in Lebanon, the region, and
the world.



If we attack the banks we give them an excuse to close!
The priority now is the formation of a rescue government
with exceptional powers to get us out of this crisis and
prosecute those responsible for corruption.

Thanks for your
Bl intervention Sami.

I'm Lara, and |

have something
to say...




The system is fighting us at every
level and we have to counter its
every move! Confronting the

system means confronting the
banks and all the capitalist, racist,
patriarchal poli—-

Please don't
interrupt me!
This kind of
behavior is no
longer—

It's become clear that the banks are waging
all-out war on the people. We brought the
government down in the streets, and now the
state has lost the people’s confidence. We just
need to keep up the pressure!

What do you expect from
a state that allows for
such blatant harassment
and corruption and
exploitation of workers?

If we want a technocratic government, we
can't bring down parliament as well! The
economic situation is too devastated for
this kind of radicalism! Or else we're just
going to end up with a power vacuum.

Thanks Sami, thanks Lara. You've each
shared your thoughts. We've got so much
to do, we can't afford to fight amongst

ourselves. There's no time to get lost in l

philosophical details.




Lara wait,
don't leave!

It's unacceptable how they
treated you at the meeting...
Come, let's find a quieter
place to talk.

We're all here together. You
want to come sit with us and
talk about what happened?

have a little
talk with
Lara.

I'd rather go home... ‘
the weather’s ‘}k
pretty bad... A

All right Noora.

I'm gonna go get
us some tea.

|

We'll get ourselves a hot drink
and take shelter in the Azarieh Thanks Haifa.
building. There's a little covered

Make sure you ask
courtyard there.

for extra sugar!

Allright... but |
can't stay long...
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Who else would ¢ -
like some tea?
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No thanks, love. I've got
athermos of green tea,
can't drink anything else.
| saw you at all the
\ demonstrations
/ /; 5 leading the charge
with the loudspeaker.
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Haha, yeah, it's a
good way to release
1\ all my anger.
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I'm too embarrassed to
chant... | prefer to listen.

If they don't
have coffee I'll
have nothing.

c It's like music to me.
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= ; How are you feeling
: now? Meetings with =
Iy men are always like It's been the same .
e /4 that... exhausting! since the 70s.
A J‘ ] . « | Maybe even earlier.
O Howd you used ) R
1 k2 you 5 vr)
to handle it?
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| Wi | never took us seriously. It was always: — i
) { \ \ you feminists are too sensitive! You
p ‘ ’?i take everything too personally!
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In 2015, women were harassed and
_ groped at the demonstrations. The men
said we were exaggerating, making the
, protests look bad. They demanded proof!
|




We need to find a way to
cure men of violent and
toxic masculinity.

We should castrate
them all, haha! That's
the only cure there is!

Wow. If this is what
happens every time it
means we're never
going to be able to
change anything...

Get ready for some romantic stories
about the halcyon days of yore!

| can tell you after my long
lifetime’s experience that a
lot has changed, actually...

Oh, right! | was saying that after all
these years I'm convinced that the
struggle for women'’s rights is a
struggle for the rights of all: men,
children, and nation.

What's your problem with the
past, Nidal? We all have it so
much better now than women did
100 years ago. It's useful for
today’s generation to learn how
this change came about. Anyway,
to go back to what | was saying...
wait, what was | saying? | forgot!




when | hear protesters today
chanting, "Where's the state? |
know just what they mean. But |
also know these words mean some-
thing else under colonial occupa-
tion. When we had no institutions
or Law or even wnation. | was born
before Lebanon was born...

...k0 a poor, large family Living on the outskirts of
Beirvt. | had three brothers and two sisters. both my
parents worked at the tobacco factory, the Regie, and
they could barely make ends meet. | attended the
convent school near our home.

My chiLldhood took place under the
shadow of the French wmandate, which
had taken over after WWI. Parents were
very fearful of their girls being harassed
by French soldiers. When wy parents
were at work I'd play with the other kids
wn the neighborhood. That's how | came
to see my first protest march.

Even though we were poor our door was
alwauys open and our house filled with
people. My parents and their friends from
| the factory held all Eheir union meetings
| at our house. When they came over Id

run to help my wother so | could
eavesdrop on their exciting plans.

The debates would sometimes get

really heated, especially when

they talked about the working

conditions. | remember the

smell of the coffee wy
father's friend spilled when
he was argung his pont.
Those wmeetings... they
were Like a nationalist
awakening for me.



I understood njustice
at an early age. My
mother wade Less
Ehan wy dad just
becavse she was a
wowman.

I also knew wmy dad
was poor and that'’s
why we couldnt go
ko a good school.
Then wmy dad had a
workplace accident.
He got o compensa-
tion and he could
also no Longer work.

&\
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My mom's
salary wasnt
enough. My big
sister and | had
to Leave
school and get
Jobs in a
garment facto-
ry so we could
help make
ends meet.

| was so sad
about Leaving
school. Id been
discovering new
ideas, | had
wmary frmends...



The official story you know today about
Independence Leaves out all struggles of
the poor and working class during the

entirety of the mandate period.

I began joining my parents at the protests
against the French, who ran the Rege.
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And Ehen, ndependence was granted...

A :

But the labor unions fought on. Warda Boutros was the
first woman martyr to fall in the struggle for a Leba-
vnese labor Llaw. So many others were injured...

You might be surprised to know that women Led the
charge i Union organiZing and street protests in those
days. And they were also always the first to pay the
price. But their sacrifices Led to the first victory for
the working class. A Labor Law was finally passed a few

months after the general strmke.
Lov\ a r 3 nera ™ ol




Around this time, | met
wmy husband and Left my
Jjob. He was from a differ-
ent sect. | marred for
Love. But | ran into issues
| hadnt anticipated.

Though we were both Christians, the pmest refused to
mark my sect down on the marriage certificate. He only
put my husband’s. The sectarian sustem doesn't see me
as a person With a separate existence from my husband's.

But the biggest shock was denuing women the They saw women as stupid and brainLess. ALL our
right to vote in 1950. It felt so unfair Id been Look- skruggles — mine, my mother's, my sisters' — against
ing forward to vote for those who represented French injustice, for fair and equal wages, just so

people Like me. we could end up without a voice?




The answer came one Sunday
morning after mass. | was in the
kitchen preparing Lunch when
tEhere was a knock at the door

H, I'm Wadad, from the
League for women's mghts. I'm
collecting signatures on this
petition Eo support women's

suffrage. Can | have a minute
of your time?

balked. About so many things... | felt Id known her
forever | opened up to her about everything. She told
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to fight harder for women's
mghts.
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From Ehat point on | decided W




And that's exactly what | did. I helped collect
signatures for the petition. | balked it vp Eo
whomever wherever | was relentless!

I talked to wy frmends from the factory. With wmy
neighbors after Sunday mass. Even with wmy relatives!
Id invite Ehem over for morning coffee so | could balk
about the petition.

@ )
SR
O

-
o0
-

(Y

TL

Once, my relative said o me: 'Women's @l
mghts' are my golden bangles, my driver
and wmy housemaid. Heamng things Like
that only made me more determined.
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wWe didnt stop with the peticion. We
mcreased pressure through street action
We planned for protests and coordinated
with every women's organization across the
country to consolidate our efforts.




It was an uphill battle the whole wau. Fighting a \
hundred different social traditions. They were afrad
Ehat if women took part i politics it would upset
the whole political calculus.
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They said women werent educated enough, that we didnt

know how to make independent political decisions.

We rejected this oubright. Our movement represented

educated and iLLiterate women and they had all partici-
/ pated fully n every effort...

There was a ton of
pressure. but we didnt
Let vp either
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We worked day and niahb. OrganizZing meekings, plan- We had over 300 women show Up. Beirut had never
ning for ‘women's week," visiting every town, putting seen such a huge protest! Parliament had no choice
together events, all to invite women to sign our but to Listen to us. We handed thewm a List of our
petition and to take part in the big demonstration in demands. It was one of the best moments of wmy Life.

Beirut.




~
Wowmen didnt just get voting rights, we could run IE's important to remember that while we
for parliamentary seaks as well. but the female attaned independence in 1943, it was only fully
candidates in 1953 and 1957 eventually had to pull realized ten years Later when Lebanese women
out due to social and familial pressure. finally actvalized their dream of participating
w vnationdl political decision-making.
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. Ugh, Marie, enough with |1
4 this saccharine nonsense. |’
The womens wovement |
at the time was elitist |
| and was totally discon- |
nected from the people’s |

~ demands. J
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National unity 1s the first big myth here—the The government had one tactic: suppress all
flPSb Secbdl‘lan C\VlL war bl‘OL(Q OU.C wm l958‘ AV\d I‘C dlssenb The studenb and UV\IOV\ Movemenbs were
happev\ed pecavse of GY\ accumulation of econom- opaaﬂllw\s blssep and b‘sser Probesbs whiLe Ehe
IC, political, and sectarman problems. .. women's movement stood on the sidelines.
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What were any of the Arab
regimes able to do in the face of
Israel? Ha!
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It's brue, the sectarian system stood in

our way. But Israel also never allowed

Us to enjoy full sovereignty. And there

was always foreign nterference n ) We Lost Ehe 1967 war The
national affairs. Naksa... it was a devastating

ES— , defeat.
it AP e TR | S




War and violence are never
the answer To build a
democratic stake, one that
protects human mghts. ..
this is how we create a
society strong enough to
stand up to Israel.

Ha, so if an occupation
soldier atbacks we |
can defend muself by
tossing the Covwvention
on the Rights of the
Child n his face?

The defeat aganst Israel was
emblematic of the falure of our
governments and societies and even
our polLitical movements. The Naksa
was the bitter reality that
destroyed all our dreams in one go.
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Sounds Like it's Eime for
yov to tell vus your story,
Nidal. | Ehink wed all
Like to hear k.

wait, I'm Lost. Why
are we suddenly
talking about
resisting Israel?

Hwmm... ok. ILL tell you my
story, maybe we can all
Learn from my generation's
mistakes. Problem 15, | have
vo idea where to even begn!

15



. , BAD LUCK CAME INTO THE WORLD WITH ME.
I'VE ALWAYS FELT LIKE | WAS BORN
‘ WITH MY OWN EYES | SAW ALL THOSE
UNDER A BLACK CLOUD. ROSE-COLORED DREAMS OF MARIE'S TURN
INTO NIGHTMARES,

g W1

HISTORY IS BEING MADE ANEW! WITH THE
ASWAN DAM WE'LL TAKE BACK ALL THE RIGHTS
THAT WERE DENIED T0 US..

BUT THAT OPTIMISM WAS SHORT-LIVED. FIRST, THERE WAS THE 1958 \ ‘

WAR, WHEN | WAS TWO0, US MARINES WERE DEPLOYED T0 BEIRUT AT
PRESIDENT CAMILLE CHAMOUN’S URGING.




T0 DEAL WITH ISRAEL
DIVIDED THE COUNTRY
ALONG SECTARIAN AND N
POLITICAL LINES, AND THIS f
REACHED INTO THE
DIFFERENT WOMEN’S
ORGANIZATIONS,
DIVIDING THEM T0O0.

THE QUESTION OF HOW ‘I$

INTRA BANK COLLAPSES AND DEPOSITORS
LOSE EVERYTHING...

ON TOP OF ALL THESE CRISES, THERE WAS THE 1967

DEFEAT AGAINST ISRAEL. ALL THOSE SACRIFICES THE

ARAB PEOPLES MADE T0 SUPPORT THE WAR EFFORT,
FOR NOTHING!

THE USS LIBERTY APPROACHES THE
EGYPTIAN C0AST!

IT SHATTERED NOT ONLY THE MYTH 0F
NATIONAL UNITY, BUT ALSO THE IDEA THAT
LEBANON WAS ““THE SWITZERLAND 0F
THE EAST'. THERE WAS AN ECONOMIC

CRISIS, RAMPANT POVERTY, ILLITERACY,
AND UNEQUAL DEVELOPMENT.

AT HOME THINGS KEPT GETTING HARDER AND HARDER.
MY PARENTS’ RELATIONSHIP DETERIORATED. | FELT THIS
RAGE BUILDING IN ME, A NEED TO REVOLT AGAINST
INJUSTICE, LIKE S0 MANY KIDS 0F MY GENERATION...

THE CAIRO ACCORDS
HAVE BEEN SIGNED.




BACK THEN, THE STUDENT MOVEMENT WAS A FORCE T0 BE RECKONED WITH, AND WE DEMANDED IMPROVED
PUBLIC EDUCATION. THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE WAS CENTRAL T0 EVERY STRUGGLE.
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vy, TWO T0 SET AN AGENDA. WHEN THEY
CALLED FOR A DEMONSTRATION,

PR HUNDREDS SHOWED UP!
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| ATTENDED PROTESTS IN SECRET. MY PARENTS WERE VERY CONSERVATIVE
AND DIDN’T THINK SUCH ACTIVITIES SUITABLE FOR A GIRL.

THAT'S HOW | BEGAN T0 RUN WITH THE LEFTISTS
AT SCHOOL. | STARTED TAKING PART IN READING ﬂ_
GROUPS WITH THEM. -
—

g\. |

YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN A
FIRECRACKER, NIDAL.

| REMEMBER YOUR
PASSION WAS
INFECTIOUS AND
YoU WERE
READY T0
REVOLT AGAINST
EVERYTHING,
ESPECIALLY ““0UR
GENERATION.”

——
. i~ THERE WAS HIGH TENSION BETWEEN THE AUTHORITIES
iy WHO WERE IMPOVERISHING EVERYONE AND THE RAGE

R \ - /
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}/ ‘\ V - | § | BOILING OVER IN THE STREETS, REMEMBER THE GANDOUR
| (/«(\\\«\:é T2 ’> , FACTORY STRIKES, MARIE? THAT'S WHEN WE FIRST MET.

“A UNITED WORKING CLASS IS A MUST FOR MEETING DEMANDS

| REJECTED THE ROLE THAT SOCIETY EXPECTED
OF ME. | WAS ALWAYS SMARTER THAN ALL
MY MALE CLASSMATES.
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WHEN | FIRST GOT T0 UNIVERSITY | DIDN'T CARE ABOUT CLASS. | JUST WANTED T0 MEET MY FRIENDS
AND EXCHANGE POLITICAL BOOKS AND IDEAS,

7 /‘ jﬂf

WHEN THE GANDOUR FACTORY WORKERS WENT ON STRIKE WE WERE THERE / 77,/
ON THE GROUND WITH THEM, OFFERING SUPPORT. s /‘
: I/
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] THE AUTHORITIES CRACKED b=

DOWN VICIoUsLY oN THE [

‘ PROTESTS. YOUSSEF AL-ATTAR []
| AND FATMEH AL-KHAWAJA  [T]
ﬁ T WERE BOTH KILLED, e
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qu "‘3)4“ : | Al WE WEREN'T INTERESTED IN
A\ ' : , X CHANGING A LAW HERE OR IN
N 777 A ' B, SMALL REFORMS THERE. WE
M LW\ WANTED T0 CHANGE THE ENTIRE
1 a SYSTEM! NOT JUST THE POLITICAL
el | SYSTEM, BUT THE FAMILY, SOCIETY,
TRADITION. WE WANTED THE WORLD
T0 LOOK MORE LIKE THE LIVES
WE LED FOR OURSELVES.

*THE LEBANESE CONSTITUTION
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BUT OUR ENTHUSIASM GOT US INTO TROUBLE. FIRST
WITH OUR MALE COMRADES IN THE PARTY.

WHAT HAPPENED,
WHAT DID You D07

WHILE THE PARTY AT FIRST ENCOURAGED US T0
FORM A WOMEN’S COMMITTEE, THEY DIDN'T WANT US T0
FOLLOW A FEMINIST AGENDA. THEY SENT A GUY OVER
FROM THE POLITICAL BUREAU T0 KEEP AN EYE ON US
AND ATTEND OUR MEETINGS, CAN Y0U IMAGINE?!

THEY WERE AFRAID WE'D GO 0FF AND D0 OUR OWN THING.
THEY RATIONALIZED TRYING T0 CONTROL US, SAYING THAT
BECAUSE WE WERE IN A CONSERVATIVE SOCIETY WE
SHOULDN'T BE TALKING ABOUT SEXUAL AND SOCIAL
LIBERATION 0F WOMEN.

WE READ GLOBAL FEMINIST
LITERATURE...
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WE WERE REALLY LOUD ABOUT

SOME THINGS. THE MEN WOULD ASK:

““HOW COULD YoU EVEN ACCEPT
HAVING YOUR HUSBAND HELP WITH
THE HOUSEWORK?'" AND THE

BUT WE NEVER LEFT THE PARTY.
WE KEPT UP 0UR WORK ON
THE GROUND. LIVING CONDITIONS
WERE TOUGH AND IN SUCH
SITUATIONS WOMEN'S RIGHTS
ALWAYS TAKE A BACKSEAT.




THE LEBANESE CIVIL WAR DIDNT COME 0UT OF NOWHERE. THERE WERE ALL THESE PRECURSORS,
THEY'D BEEN PREPARING FOR IT FOR A WHILE. ALL THE PARTIES BELIEVED THAT WAR WAS THE ONLY WAY
TO CHANGE THINGS. BUT WE LOST PEOPLE T0 THE WAR, AND IT AFFECTED THE PARTY'S PRESENCE AND WORK

IN CERTAIN AREAS. S0 WE DECIDED T0 START A WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION INDEPENDENT FROM THE PARTY.

21




WE FOCUSED ON DISPLACED PEOPLE, ON PROFESSIONAL
TRAINING FOR WOMEN, ON ERADICATING ILLITERACY AND
MAKING WOMEN AWARE 0F THE LABOR LAWS AND
0F THEIR OWN RIGHTS.

IN 1978 THERE WAS THE FIRST ISRAELI INVASION
AND PEOPLE NEEDED MORE HELP THAN EVER

S0 | DECIDED T0 AID IN THE MILITARY
EFFORTS. | STARTED WORKING ON
THE WIRELESS RADI0O, COMMUNICATING
WITH THE RESISTANCE, EVEN THOUGH
WOMEN WEREN'T EXACTLY WELCOME
ON THE FRONTLINES.
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| MET MY HUSBAND WORKING ON THE WIRELESS, WE'D
STRIKE UP CONVERSATIONS... | FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM
BEFORE MEETING HIM. HE WAS DIFFERENT THAN THE 0THER
MALE COMRADES WHO TALKED A BlG GAME ABOUT RIGHTS
AND FREEDOMS BUT WERE SUPER CONSERVATIVE IN PRIVATE.
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HE WAS DRUZE AND I'M SHIA. 0UR PARENTS DISAPPROVED.
BUT WE DIDN'T EVEN ASK FOR THEIR BLESSING. WE JUST
FOUND A SHEIKH WHO WAS WILLING T0 MARRY US. | HADN'T
FELT SUCH J0Y IN A LONG TIME. BUT WE'D BARELY WED
BEFORE THE 1982 ISRAEL! INVASION BEGAN...




THEN, THE SIEGE 0F BEIRUT... THE MASSACRES...

BUT BEIRUT'S RESISTANCE ALSO FOUND NEW LIFE...
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“3& DAYS OF STEADFASTNESS TESTIFY T0 ISRAEL'S IMMINENT DEFEAT

*WE WILL RESIST

WE’'D STOOP T0
SUCH LEVELS
OF UGLINESS.
| GREW
REPULSED
BY ALL THE
MILITIAS...

# WHEN THE
MASSACRES
| SAID / 4 K\ BECAME
MORE
aoTog ?(;g A 4 ,];“ A DE’P}g§VED, ANy
MANY =< = ESPECIALLY (bt bl dd i T £ Ry
ERIENDS albs BEIRUT INTERNATIONAL AIR|  Thost .
PERIOD, TRATED BY
ALL OF SO-CALLED
THEM “N’:i\g!_gﬁ/i—
FLEEING 1 B
THE SIEGE N B 'P;aggséo
e AR > 7 L CW ooveTivG |
IN LEBANON. ‘ : ’ Trchswuam'qgs
SIGNED
UP FOR.
WE HAD
DREAMS AND
RIGHTEOUS
CAUSES BUT
| NEVER
THOUGHT




WHY DID You MAYBE | WAS HAVING AN EXISTENTIAL CRISIS.
CHANGE YOUR BUT WHEN | REALIZED | DIDN'T EVEN WANT T0 BRING
CHILDREN INTO SUCH A LIFE, | UNDERST00D THAT WAR
IS COMPLETE ANATHEMA T0 MOTHERHO0D, AND |
EMBRACED FEMINISM MORE AND MORE.
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YOoU KNOW YoU CAN BE A FEMINIST . , -
WITHOUT BEING MATERNAL! OF COURSE... S0 THE VIOLENCE
INCREASED, AND 0UR CENTERS
WERE ATTACKED BY ALL THE
MILITIAS. THE RISE 0F THE
ISLAMIST PARTIES HURT 0UR
WORK ON THE GROUND MOST.
SOCIETY GREW MORE CONSERVA-
TIVE. AND THE LIRA FELL AND
THE ECONOMY COLLAPSED...
AND SECTARIANISM INCREASED
ITS STRANGLEHOLD
ON THE ENTIRE SOCIETY.

v sk i prrces acwer W iacaagt e s o e st s
THE WAR. BUT OUR MOVEMENT WAS WEAKER ,
BUT IT WAS S0 POWERFUL HOW EVERYONE CAME
THAN THE POWER OF THE MILITIAS. TOGETHER... PEOPLE WERE CRYING!

IMAGINE, PEOPLE WHO'D BEEN COLLEAGUES 0
FRIENDS, SEPARATED FOR S0 LONG BY THE WAR!




WHAT D0 YoU MEAN
“FRIENDS”” WHEN Y0U WERE
KILLING ONE ANOTHER?

DESPITE THE DIVISIONS, THE LINKS WERE
NEVER TOTALLY SEVERED PETWEEN THE
DIFFERENT UNIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS ON
EITHER SIDE 0F THE FRONTLINE.

S0, YoU THINK
THERE MIGHT BE
ANOTHER WAR?

PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT T0 DEFEND
THEMSELVES IN ANY WAY THEY SEE
FIT... BUT WE ALSO CAN'T CHANGE
ANYTHING IF PEOPLE DON'T ORGAN-
IZE. YOU CAN'T JUST STAY GLUED
TO THE FACEBOOK AND INTERNET.

MAYBE THAT'S ENOUGH TALKING DOWN
T0 THE YOUNGER GENERATION? IT'S
THEIR TURN NOW T0 CHANGE THINGS.
YOU HAVE T0 LET THEM DEFINE
- THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES.

You THINK |IF THE WAR
HADN’T HAPPENED THINGS
WoULD BE BETTER FOR
WOMEN TODAY?

| DON'T KNOW. WHAT | CAN
SAY FOR SURE IS THAT THE WAR FORCED US
BACK INTO TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES. WE HAD
T0 TAKE CARE 0F THE VICTIMS. WE DIDN'T HAVE
MUCH POLITICAL CHOICE.

MARIE’S S0 0LD SCHOOL SHE
STILL USES A ROTARY PHONE.

HAHA! | JUST MEANT THAT
PEOPLE SHOULD ORGANIZE
PROPERLY T0 DEFEND
THEIR INTERESTS. IN MY
DAY WE WENT
DOOR-T0-DOOR!

/
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HMM...0K! I’'VE HAD A PASSION FOR HELPING THE LESS
FORTUNATE SINCE | WAS A CHILD, THANKS T0 MY
PARENTS, WHO RAISED ME WITH THESE VALUES..

FROM ALL OF You! WHY DON'T You
TELL US YOUR STORY, HAIFA?




My parents were quite liberal. I never felt like my I was born in Beirut, a few years before the civil war. My

dad was controlling, either with me or my mom. brother and I had an idyllic childhood. My dad was a
’ journalist and my mom was from a prominent family.

——
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When war broke out, my mom was desperate to leave but my father refused. Two years in, it had
become difficult just to carry on with our daily lives. Moving around was harder, everything was
expensive, there was regular shelling, massacres, mass displacement. My father was forced to give in.

‘Haifa's Story

— -

We fled to Cyprus. We spent
nearly the entire war there. My
father kept his job with the
paper. Every Sunday my brother
and I were expected to read it.
He thought it was important
that we keep up with the news
from home, that we preserve our
language and culture.

My brother and I loved living in Cyprus. We had many friends. We spent all our vacations on the beach. But my parents,
especially my dad, weren’t happy. They were always just waiting for the minute we’d be able to go back to Beirut.




Toward the end of the war things had calmed down at homie and my parents decided we were going back. I'd just graduated high school.

I majored in social work. I made new friends quickly, and they helped me adjust to my new life.
We knew the war would end any minute, and we were waiting for the country to change, to become
better than it had ever been.

Through my studies I got to know a lot of NGOs. I liked the new ideas they were spreading, about

democracy, and international conventions on human rights. I decided to volunteer.

-\ -

I graduated just after the war ended. Like everyone else, I was optimistic about rebuilding everything, about living in our new peace.




I was so excited about social work. I felt like a real participant in building our new post-war society.

s
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I got my job at a local NGO through my dad. I was head of the women'’s
program. We had Arab allies and international partners.

They introduced us to new values: democracy, human rights, peace building, women’s rights....
And they also gave us new tools to organize our work. I had no idea how we’d be able to apply international treaties in Lebanon.

1

We didn’t know that violence against women was a social problem. Always hidden in the family. Always taboo.




We were working on many fronts, Preparing for the Beijing Conference, the Fourth World Conference on Women.
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Before that though, we founded the “Arab Women’s Court”, a coordinated effort with organizations across the Arab world.
That's what readied us for Beijing. Otherwise, we had no proof even of the existence of domestic violence!
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We organized listening sessions with women from the entire Arab world, about their experience with violence. They were so moving,.
. PR T . s e . aps 2. 's I
We learned that damestic violénce was widespread across all oursocieties. Rooted in tradition and culture and religion and even law.

The women's court not only exposed these crimes, it also laid the foundation for a new sort of struggle to change policies and laws.
The UN's support was fundamental, and we also had the help of women experts who'd been studying these issues for years. d
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The state was cooperating directly with women'’s organizations.
Our official Lebanese delegation was headed by the first lady, and we all travelled together to Beijing.




The Beijing conference was a historical moment. It gave the women’s rights agenda legal recognition, independent of the

political parties! No, it wasn’t local recognition, but it gave us a framework within which to work for-real legislative change.

We learned that when you demand grassroots change, everything
devolves into chaos. We decided to use diplomacy. Instead of advocating
for civil marriage we approached the issue indirectly through fighting

domestic violence.

And that’s how we
founded the first
alliance in Lebanon to
abolish violence
against women.




. |
/ /At first it was all volunteer work. Later, we became salaried employees. But working
/

conditions weren'’t fair, with the excuse that, “You're activists, not bank employees”! [
)
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This was all the state’s job. But since it wasn’t doing the work, we couldn’t just leave women to fend for them-
selves. We weren't only offering services, we also worked on implementing a law.

We faced pushback, not just from the state. Competition over securing funding also created conflict and prevented

all the organizations from working together on a singl¢ united agenda. / /9
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Though we didn’t manage to achieve ‘

widespread legal reforms, we built a lot of
social awareness. Today, even ordinary people
discuss these issues.

The most important achievement was criminalizing
all honor killings. These reforms wouldn’t have
happened without women campaigning and

Many organizations secured important . .
courageously exposing such crimes.
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wins, like maternity leaves and allowing / \ :
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Women’s Organizations Welcome New Reform And Express Shock at Objections of Some




Yes, we had to do this
because there is no
state. That’s why
we're still working to
change the laws. And
to keep offering
support services to
women.

It was so hard getting that law voted in! Yes, we lost some of its articles,
but it was still a huge win for all women.

Noora: I remember the objections when Setrida Geagea showed up at
‘the Sanayeh protest. People didn’t want political parties like the
. ‘Future Movement to get involved...

But we needed the support of the parliamentary blocs to get
our laws past parliament.

And we worked nonstop every day to secure reforms. o

-

Yes, there is still so much more to do, especially |~
with people like you, Noora. But we can barely 4
keep up. Sometimes I can hardly breathe I'm so
constricted by deadlines. '

Noora: The state never
offers any concession
without distorting it
somehow. Like giving us a
law to protect women from
domestic violence but
excluding marital rape.




Ha!Ican't
believe I'm

agreeing with
Haifa!

Services should be available in
every village, town, and area in
Lebanon. It's impossible for a
handful of NGOs to do all that!




I thought we
agreed on
everything!

FINALLY, IT'S
MY TURN!!

For the longest time I felt like we lesbians had
no place in Lebanese feminism. But now you
care and actually want to hear my story.




N

I'm not going to start with that biographical crap about
where I was born because it's tedious. Let’s just say the best
parts of my childhood were also moments of great fear...

Well, I don’t want to get into my civil war childhood.
Funny how they call us the "Civil War
Generation" when you all lived through it!
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,-‘;" Breaking the Chains
Khiam Prison
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d that same year too.
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The Second Intifada starte :
edtoholda protest at school.

and 1 want .
: in Beirut,

re a lot of solidarity protests
m from the balcony.

My friends

There we
r'd watch the

'@a My first taste of freedom was when the
kli',\ south was liberated from Israeli

‘“' li occupation and I got to visit my dad’s
|- village for the first time...

That was also the year Hafez al-Assad

kicked the bucket... May he never rest easy.

_atill

BREAKING : LIWE FOOTAGE

I followed the news closely...

And by reading the newspaper I got to

know all the people and political

organizations active on the ground.

I was curious about their ideas,

but never fully convinced. There was

always something missing.




The 9/11 attacks happened

just as I was beginning university.

I watched the news footage at my friend’s house. We thought we were inured to images

of mass violence. But it was so strange to see it happening on US soil.

7 That night we went out to Hamra and got totally wasted.
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We were drinking because we knew they were going to make us all pay.

Which is exactly what happened...
There were massacres in Afghanistan and Iraq, and all Arabs and Muslims were branded as “terrorists” in their war on terror.

4y

j/éf* //} I was studying so hard then, but I'd steal

/ «{J(\\\:A some private time to go see my friends...
S TR

VA | \4-/"\ ) rMy parents knew practically nothing

/ (e

| about my private life...
[ - /J"» And I wanted to keep it that way...

I was doing a double major in

English Lit and Cafeteriology, hahal




it was my excuse to get away from my parents. I used to lie to them so much!

NS I University wasn't just the place where I was exposed to new ideas...
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B Our relationship is better now but at the time I resented them so much. - m/ N
Even though they raised me on the principles of freedom and open
communication, and practically Kkilled themselves so I could finish > ~
university and become independent... ‘ =

/ UNACCEPTABLE!

X
WN\PUE SVQE=—=-]4 : COMING HOME
\[# 8 >~ ) AT DAWN |

YOu STINK )

OF CIGARETTES AND ALCOHOL | THIS IS SHAMEFUL
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‘ All this would go out the window when the ;opic was you ,RE OLD ENOUGH N ow
my body or my private life... TO KNOW BETTER ! ‘
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o ) We generally agreed on politics but they didn’t see their
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‘i' * w Like we were in agreement against the war on Iraq. Which wasn’t so 2
common at the time. Imagine, many who supported the war back then [
‘- are now supporters of the Iraqi revolution!
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That’s when my dad saw ‘] / , ‘ e, [\
the rainbow flag for the first time. ‘ '
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He had no idea what the flag “
S ﬂ“ Druze. are meant, and I couldn’t explain Yo LLTRE LM
0- { ? this wasn't the flag But I became so curious about
\\\ a§l“st the way 1o ¢ of the Druze sect... meeting the people who'd raised
Ileft him to his innocence. that flag.
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I waited until the very end of the protest.
1 was terrified someone would think
1 was “one of them”.
,//‘ 0 - - But they were so nice to me.
' )\ S
, . They could tell I was flustered
. d - they didn’t push anything...
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' ' 3 Just told me they met regularly at
~ \ ®e00° r{ i Zico House and invited me to join.
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I couldn't sleep that night...

I was torn between excitement that they existed out in the open atall

and fear they'd be targeted by the police and arrested.
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Homophobia was way worse back then...
No one knew anything about gay people.

Not even the feminist or revolutionary groups.
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The government always goes after gay and trans people, humiliating them, blackmailing them...

This happened a lot, even with our friends.

But harassers and rapists and men who beat their wives are free to go about their business!

By the time dawn came I'd decided I wouldn’t go to the
meeting. But online I kept track of what they were up to.
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I preferred to be in a safe space so I could talk about my experience ._l»u
and learn from that of other women. ~ T
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We need such a place to be able to build our movement. Especially = L (&
‘that society is so violent and the feminist groups don’t concern 24 : ' i
themselves with issues of sexual liberation. | = N/ 2,
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You're right! .
gh Maybe the timing was

If we had a strong feminist
movement things would
be different!

wrong. The whole nation
was under threat in 2005.

N

And there was the conflict
between the March 14 and
March 8 factions...

That’s not fair!
The movement represents
ALL women.
We don’t need to focus on
sexual minorities.

(T TR,

Things were really tense after Hariri's assassination. Of course we But there was political division within our community as well.
feared the outbreak of another war every time the warlords disagreed! As though we didn’t live in enough conflict already!

We decided to start an independent group just for women. We began meeting in secret.
We turned our back on politics and built our feminism on solidarity.
1
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I'd never felt so free. I was surrounded by like-minded people who'd support me no matter what.
It was a whole theoretical and political education and we didn’t even know it!

l
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A politics
of locations 2\
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We decided to learn how to organize from women who'd come before us. We read feminist literature from Europe and the US.

But we were also fascinated by Black and anti-colonial feminisms.

CRTICALLY ]
W“R = v -
Nt e "4
T
=
s~
= - 5 ﬂ
- =4
!
)

We wrote articles and published them on websites and on social media. We wrote about our personal experiences:

about life, patriarchy, desire, relationships, violence and love...

We also started a group to fight racism and a center to support foreign workers...

We reached out to build alliances with feminist organizations.

But we faced pushback for being so bold about sexual liberation.

We declared revolution against old political ideas. We needed no one’s

protection, we would protect each other. Our bodies belonged to us.

But little by little we made
headway, taking part in campaigns
for nationality rights and against
violence, harassment, and rape.
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Our feminism was intersectional,
against sectarianism, racism, the
patriarchy and classism.



Like everyone living in this region, we had a desire to revolt against the status-quo. People living under oppression,

violence, poverty, hunger and humiliation. And then the people revolted! From Tunisia to Yemen, Syria to Bahrain.

We couldn’t believe what we were seeing!

We followed every development breathlessly, from TV to social media. We felt everything with the protesters: their fear, their joy, their tears!
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M - We launched solidarity campaigns with all the uprisings. Every day we protested in front of a different embassy!
“Your turn is coming, Lebanon,” we’d chant. And we’d look at the cops to see their reactions. Stone-faced.
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But the divisions soon became clear. First, it was that we couldn’t Then there was more conflict, over anti-racism

support the Syrian revolution because some groups were pro-Assad. and supporting foreign workers and refugees.

We’re makKing revolution,
ere’s no time For silL5 women’s iSSUes.

-

So what happened? Yeah, we left because we It's true, we didn’t get the revolution we were
You quit the campaign? didn’t want to waste energy @ . dreaming of. But there were a lot of actions against
on something that didn’t s;.,_‘ \ the status quo. Worker's strikes at Spinneys and
represent us. —//' § among the day laborers at EDL. Migrant domestic

=
workers formed a trade union.

We allied with
other groups.
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Maybe that's when the anger
in the street began building. |
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It built until it exploded in 2015 over the garbage
crisis. We never thought people would protest in
such huge numbers!

But 2011’s problems followed us here too.

-
?J. This time, the feminists refused to back down.
We formed an alliance around feminist issues
and have been organizing our own march
every women'’s day since.
o




It's the feminist revolution that's
going to bring about change. The revolution I dream of is one that belongs to

refugees, immigrants...
everyone taking part.

N
- N
Yes, the system needs to fall but that’s not enough for
women's rights if people’s ideas don't change too. It was
courageous of the young women to speak openly about their
bodies and sexualities and we need to protect and join them.

Enough with letting the men make all
the decisions on their own!
From now on we do it for ourselves.

government of independents,
or else we're doomed to chaos

OK, but sometimes I think, why
can’'t we occupy the state? We can

This is the first time we sit and
discuss things so openly together. e
And all thanks to Lara!

Next time we’ll go easy on
stories of the past.
Maybe we can all start
imagining a better future
together instead.

Like with all the election work
we did in 2016 with Beirut Madi-
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totally nuts! We need
to do something!

Come Lara,
let’s go help

I wish | were about 50
years younger... I'd have
come too... Let me know
if you need anything.

Don't worry Marie, I'll drive
you home... | just want to
take a couple of photos...
Look, this is the result of
corruption... all the sewers
overflowing, it's disgusting.

Marie what will you do?
How will you get home?




| know | just met you, but your
stories affected me deeply. | want to
hear more of them. | don't know
when we might meet up again but...

| You can't get rid of us that

Sl easy! We still want to hear

| your story. Of course we'll
all meet up again!

Yes but let's doitin awarm
place next time, please!
Far from heaven's wrath.
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ENDNOTES:

The Meeting

Page 1: The vexing question of how to start a comic on feminism(s) in Lebanon
was solved by reality. Soon after we began working on the script, an uprising
erupted on October 17, 2019. While participating in various debates and actions
related to the uprising, we noticed the cleary gendered power dynamics at play
during demonstrations and meetings. How could we not start there?

Page 2, Panel 4: Sami's interruption is a routine form of aggression perpetrated
by men during group discussions. There is much testimony, documentation, and
research on this common behavior, and the ways in which it stifles women's
ability to engage in and maintain debate.

Page 4:The courtyard our characters are walking in is that of the Azarieh Building,
one of the many places in downtown Beirut that were occupied by protesters
during the uprising.

Page 5, Panel 1: Haifa's comment is based on notions and approaches by some
feminist organizations that saw the problem of patriarchy and men as a mental
health/psychological issue.

Chapter 1: Marie’s Story

There is an ongoing and divisive debate around the question of when feminism
began in Lebanon. Most studies take the early nineteenth century as a starting
point for the examination of social movements, and especially women's
movements, in the Arab world. This is also true for Lebanon, which means that
this history begins even before the country's formation as an independent state.
For our part, we decided to start during the period of the French mandate after
WWI, in which working class women and men played a crucial role in the fight
for national independence against colonial domination. It should be noted that
our story is rooted in personal narratives of Lebanese feminists. We opted to tell
a personalized history of feminism(s) rather than adhering to a strict typography
of the varying cumrents of feminism that have appeared in Lebanon over time, or
providing a survey of their achievements.

Page 1, panel 3: Banner translates to “Strangers In Our Own Home™".

Page 3, panel 1: Banner franslates to “Labor Strikes Are Legitimate Tools To Fulfill
The Workers' Demands”.

Page 5, panel 3: Pamphlet translates to “Women Have the Right to Vote and Be
Voted For”.

Page 6, Panel 2: The Régie Company (or Régie Libanaise des Tabacs et Tombacs)
was formed in 1935 during the height of French colonialism in Lebanon. It held a
monopoly over tobacco production and was often associated with colonialism
and labor exploitation.



Page 6, panel 3: Banner translates to “We Demand that Lebanese Women Be
Recognized As Full Citizens Equal to Men™ .

Page 8, panel 2: jladl | JMazuyl &¥ley ...&s ,odl &lgy Jlasl (@nnahar.com).

Page 8,Panel 3: Warda Boutros was the firstwoman martyr of the labormovement.
She was shot dead by security forces on June 27, 1946 during a police crackdown
to end workers' strikes against the Régie Company during the period following
nationalindependence. Her death not only serves as a testament to the leading
role played by women in the labor movement, it helped further radicalize the
cause. Her legacy still resonates today, particularly in the achievement of the first
labor legislation in Lebanon in the direct aftermath of her killing.

Page 9. Panels 1-2: According to Lebanese law, women do not have personal
civil status records. They are first registered under their fathers' records, then their
husbands'. Moreover, and particulary during that time period, marriages across
different religions or even across different sects within the same religion were
often fraught with various tensions.

Page 9,Panel 3: The first electorallaw, issued in 1950, discriminated against women
and deprived them of their political rights. As such, the first feminist mobilizations
were for women's political rights. The suffragettes' activism included a door-
to-door campaign to collect signatures for a petition, demonstrations, and the
organization of cross-regional coordination meetings.

Page 13,Panel 1:Therecognition of full politicalrights was a major achievement for
the women's movement. This victory—a direct result of women's mobilizations—
led to the foundation of a union of women's organizations under the umbrella
organization of the al-Majles al-Nissa' al-Lubnani (Lebanese Council of Women
- LCW) in 1952.

Page 13, Panel 4: These feminist pioneers were generally far removed from the
economic concerns of popular circles. Moreover, the LCW's political structure
mirrored that of the country's institutionalized sectarianism, with its leadership
positions alternating between Christians and Muslims. The feminist discourse
of the first wave reveals overlap and confusion between a national *modern”
identity and women's rights identity within the family, which also reflected the
discourse of the political parties of the period, whether on the left or right of the
political spectrum.

Page 13, Panel 4 : The newspaper page behind Nidal is that of Annahar, Issue
#2705, and can be seen at this link: https://womeninleadership.hivos.org/
timeline/

Page 14, Panel 1: The political and economic crisis led to a brief confessional
armed confrontationin 1958.

Page 14, Panel 5: The “second wave" marked a transition from nationalist
feminism to left-wing feminism, whereby the struggle for women's liberation
became situated within the larger context of the various workers' and anti-
colonial struggles across the world. Thus, it challenged the “class-blind" concems
of the existing feminist movement as well as within the ranks of the left as a whole.



The beginning of this second wave can be fraced to the late 1960s, an era
marked by the disillusionment caused by the Arab defeat against Israel in the
1967 war (known in Arabic as al-Naksa).

Chapter 2: Nidal's Story

Page 16, Panel 3: The speech emanating from the TV is that of Egyptian President
Gamal Abdel Nasser declaring the nationalization of the Suez Canal on July 26,
1956.

Page 17, Panel 1:Nidal's father is reading the Lebanese newspaper Annahar.
The front page announces the establishment of the Palestinian Liberation
Organization, formed in Kuwait in 1964.

Page 17, Panel2:The collapse of Intra Bank on October 14, 1966 wasa momentous
event, setting off a major financial crisis in Lebanon and sending shockwaves
throughout the region.

Page 17, Panel 3: The radio announcement about the USS Liberty approaching
the Egyptian coast occumred during the 1967 war.

Page 17, Panel 4: The Cairo Agreement was reached on November 2, 1969 during
talks between Yasser Arafat and then-Lebanese Army commander General Emile
Bustani, with Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser overseeing the deal. The
agreement established the right for Palestinians in Lebanon “to join the Palestinian
revolution through armed struggle™ and allowed Palestinians independent legal
control over their refugee camps in the country. The agreement was rescinded
by the Lebanese pariament on May 27, 1987.

Page 18, Panel 3: The banner text is taken from one actually camried during the
workers' strike. For more on the Gandour strikes, refer to the documentary fim A
Feeling Great Than Love, written and directed by Mary Jirmanus.

Page 19, Panel 4: One of the core aspects of the emergent “New Left" during the
1970s was the belief that a communist should be well-read on theory in order to
be able to educate the masses and effect fundamental changes to society. For
more on this, please refer to Agnés Favier's research on the rise of a generation
of intellectual militants.

Page 20, Panel 3: “Second wave" feminism in Lebanon tended to be partisan;
for example al-Tajammo’ al-nisa'i al-dimocrati al-lubnani (Lebanese Women
Democratic Gathering - LWDG) founded in 1976 was a sister organization
of Munazamat al-'‘amal al-shuyu'i fi lubnan (the Organization of Communist
Action in Lebanon - OCAL), while al-lttihad al-nisa'i al-tagaddumi (The
Progressive Women's Union) founded in 1980, was affiliated to the Progressive
Socialist Party (PSP). These organizations could not form a political agenda
independent of the political parties to which they were affiliated.



Page 20, Panel 4: Nidal is seen here reading The Feminine Mystique (1963) by
Betty Friedan, one of the many works of feminist literature that helped spark
the “second wave" of feminism in the US. Other seminal examples of feminist
literature that inspired the second wave feminists include: The Dialectic of Sex
The Case for Feminist Revolution (1970), by Shulamith Firestone, and The Myth of
the Vaginal Orgasm (1970), by Anne Koedt.

Page 22, Panel 2: According to multiple testimonies from militants of the eraq,
women were often sidelined to roles providing logistical and telecommunications
support for various resistance activities.

Page 23, Panel 2: The posters depicted here are actual posters from the
time period. For more on this, refer to The Palestine Poster Project Archives at
palestineposterproject.org.

Chapter 3: Haifa’s Story

Page 28, Panel 4: The globalization of feminist causes provided feminist
organizations with new tools for advocacy and lobbying, usually framed within
legal reformism. This globalization also contributed to the proliferation of feminist
organizations that relied heavily on intemational funding. Access to international
networks gave them important resources, such as financial assistance in the form
of project grants, capacity building, and training on international human rights
instruments.

Page 29, Panel 1: “Third wave™ feminism in Lebanon began in the eary 1990s,
during the run-up and preparations for the “Fourth World Conference on
Women: Action for Equality, Development, and Peace,” convened by the United
Nations in September 1995 in Beijing, China. Activists consider this conference
a central event in the development of the Lebanese feminist movement. It
gave international legitimacy to women's causes and helped dismantle the
partisan hegemony around feminist issues. As one activist explained, the Beijing
conference affimed that: “Finally, the feminist agenda became legitimized:
[it] became part of an intemational debate, and it was up to us to make the
connection between what was decided at the global level and the campaigns
we were conducting at the local level.”

Page 29,Panel2: The ArabWomen's Courtwas asymbolic courtformedbywomen
judges, lawyers, university professors, researchers, writers, artists, parliamentarians,
and public figures in the Arab women's movement, in addition to a number of
survivors of domestic violence. The members of the Court convened in Beirut from
June 28-30, 1995; together, the women represented 14 different Arab countries.
The Court heard 33 live testimonies from survivors of violence. This was the first
time in the history of the women's movement that a symbolic event was held to
condemn violence against women. The Arab Women's Court followed a model
implemented in many countries in preparation for the Intemational Women's
Court, which was established months later (September 1995) in Beijing, as part of
the activities of the International Conference on Women.



Page 30: Hilary Clinfon gave a speech during the Beijing conference entitled
“Women's Rights Are Human Rights.” The conference marked a significant turning
point for the global agenda for gender equality. The Beijing Declaration and the
Platform for Action, adopted unanimously by 189 countries, set an agenda for
women's empowerment and were considered the key global policy documents
on gender equality.

CEDAW, or the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, was adopted by the UNGA on December 18, 1979, and ratified
by Lebanon in 1997. The ratification was followed by the establishment, in 1998,
of the National Commission for Lebanese Women (NCLW), which is affiliated with
the Presidency of the Council of Ministers. Lebanon has maintained reservations
on CEDAW Article 9(2). regarding nationality, on several subparagraphs of Arficle
16(1), related to personal status laws, and on Article 29(1), on the settflement of
disputes on the interpretation of Convention to the International Court of Justice
(source: unwomen.org).

Page 33:In 2014, the Lebanese Parliament approved a law aimed at protecting
women and other members of the family from domestic violence and physical
abuse. Parliament, however, included major amendments to the draft submitted
by the National Codlition for a Law to Protect Women from Family Violence, a
body composed of 41 different human rights organizations. While the coalition
raised objections to the amended form of the law, they still considered its passing
as “one of the most important achievements of the women's rights movement in
Lebanon™ (source: https://kafa.org.lb/ar/node/19).

Chapter 4: Noora's Story

Page 36: On May 25, 2000, the Israeli occupation forces withdrew from most of
the territory in southern Lebanon that they had occupied over the course of their
multiple wars on the country.

Hafez al-Assad, the Syrian dictator who had ruled Syria since 1971, died shortly
thereafter on June 10, 2000. Power passed to his son, Bashar al-Assad, the current
dictator of Syria.

The second intifada, also known as the Al-Agsa Intifada, erupted on September
28, 2000 in occupied Jerusalem in response to the failures of the peace process
and the ongoing Israeli occupation and annexation of Palestinian land.

In this context, new Leftist organizations had begun forming outside the Lebanese
Communist Party, part of a dissenting opposition that had been growing within.
The main divergences between the old guard and the new had to do with
opinions vis-G-vis the Syrian regime's hegemony over Lebanon after the civil war
anditsrole in suppressing public and private liberties. Al-Nizam al-Amni al-Lubnani
al-Souri took an active role not only in banning all political parties opposed to it,
but also in helping coopt the General Labor Union in Lebanon.



Page 39, Panel 1: The “No War, No Dictatorships” campaign was organized in
2003 in Beirut by independent leftist groups, such as “Communist Students™, *No
Frontiers”, and “Direct Line" to name a few. The campaign was opposed to
the imperialist war waged on Iraq while also standing in solidarity with the Iraqis
against Saddam Hussein's regime.

Page 39, Panel 2: The Druze community use five colors (‘Five Limits") as part of
their religious symbology: green, red, yellow, blue, and white.

Page 40, Panels 2-3: Homosexual practices are criminalized in Article 534 of
the 1943 Lebanese Penal Code. A conviction of engaging in homosexual acts
carries a punishment of imprisonment of up to one year. The expression of a non-
conforming gender identity can be prosecuted under several other articles that
regulate public morality.

Page 41, Panels 2-5: The stories recounted by women of their experiences in Helem
are consistent with those of many women within various LGBTIQ movements
around the world, specifically on the issue of organizational relationships between
women and men. While Helem positioned itself in principle against the patriarchal
system, gay and lesbian activism reproduced sexist logics. Those patriarchal
power relations and how they played out in multiple disputes ultimately led to
the secession of women.

The activists of this wave adopted a critical position vis-a-vis existing feminist
organizations, specifically with regards to their complete marginalization of
issues related to sexual rights and freedoms. They emphasized the need for
“intersectional” discourse in order to be able to achieve liberation for women.

Page 44, Panel 3: The banner, “Patriarchy Kills", was raised by the Feminist Bloc, a
codlition made up of a number of feminist organizations.
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